
New Millennium Visits the SS Tahoe 
 
This day all started some 10 years ago and the learning, education and experience gained 
over this past decade has been priceless but on Sunday, September 13, 2009 the New 
Millennium Dive Expeditions (NMDE) Team successfully and safely,  put two divers on the SS 
Tahoe, depth between 350 and 470 feet, for 7 minutes to video and further extend the 
documentation of the site and surrounding area.  Well that is the jist, here is the story…. 
 
Planning for this expedition dive began in January of this year and hit a preparatory peak when 
on August 29, NMDE Team divers Martin McClellan and James Novaes successfully 
navigated the 1/3 mile distance along the bottom of Glenbrook Bay starting at 70 feet of depth 
and completed the navigational path to the SS Tahoe.  Because this dive was simply for 
preparation in returning to the SS Tahoe for filming, the divers only spent about 1 minute on 
the site before returning to complete their 90 minutes of decompression.  Once the 
navigational path was established, planning and preparation began for the next step…a video 
expedition dive for 8 – 10 minutes.   
 
By September 1, tanks were being filled, safety equipment was being verified, rosters were 
being checked and dive profiles for the various groups were being developed and on Saturday, 
September 12, NMDE team members, Martin McClellan, James Novaes, Merlin Rhoda, Scott 

Ekkelboom, Marc Briseno and Mike Soldwisch 
arrived in Tahoe ready to set-up and prepare for 
the SS Tahoe Video expedition dive the following 
day.  The team used the team boat, 
“DeltaTwoTwo” (Photo on Left) for the 3 mile 
journey from Cave Rock into Glenbrook Bay.  The 
Delta is a 22’ Seaswirl that has been 
professionally customized for technical diving 
operations, is equipped with all the latest 
electronics, EMS equipment, spare diving 
equipment and necessities required to conduct 
safe technical diving operations from a floating 
platform.   

 
 
Team assignments would be Rhoda and Ekkelboom traveling to 240’ setting up 
decompression bottles along the bottom to be used the next day by the Expedition Video team 
of McClellan and Novaes.  The latter two team members would be operating the dive boat on 
this “set-up” day and acting as surface support.  Rhoda and Ekkelboom, NMDE’s Deep 
Support team, would descend and scooter out along our pre-established path and stage 6 
aluminum 80 cubic foot decompression tanks; 2 at 120 feet, 2 at 190 feet and 2 at 240 feet.  
These tanks being “stages” along the bottom would allow the Expedition Video team to travel 
easier along 1500 foot long path out to the SS Tahoe the following day.  They would then pick 
up and use those tanks along the way in, in meeting their decompression obligation; no need 
to carry them out when not needed.  The Deep Support team, in successfully accomplishing 



their objective had a bottom time of approximately 100 minutes and during their dive, found a 
suspicious box of some sort resting on the bottom that we all plan to return too and investigate.   
 
Supporting the Deep Support divers were NMDE team members Briseno and Soldwisch and 
they would be Shallow Support divers assisting Rhoda and Ekkelboom in the 70 foot to surface 
zone along with setting up some of the shallow portion of the dive site in preparation of 
Sunday’s video expedition. 
 
All Saturday diving operations went exceptionally well and the weather was in full cooperation.  
The deep team successfully staged decompression breathing gas at 120 feet, 190 feet and 
240 feet and the shallow team did navigational management and positioned additional 
breathing gas in the 30’ zone.  All dives went off in a unified team manner demonstrating a 
high level of professional execution and the NMDE team was off the lake by 2pm with all the 
preparations ready for a long day Sunday.   
 
Sunday, September 13, boat preparations and loading began at 8am in the Cave Rock parking 
lot (Nevada side) and by 9:15am both NMDE support boats, the DeltaTwoTwo and the Tahoe 
Diver, a 24’ pontoon boat, also customized for diving,  were loaded into the lake and motoring 
out toward Glenbrook Bay.  By 10am, all boats were anchored and after a few technical 
adjustments the video expedition divers McClellan and Novaes descended to 70 feet around 
11am, hit the triggers on their underwater scooters and began the 12 minute underwater 
journey along the sandy bottom of Glenbrook Bay to the SS Tahoe; a 1/3 mile distance that 
took them all the way to the wreck site at 360 – 470 feet.  After this 12 minute ride, the 
Expedition Video team of McClellan and Novaes spent 7 minutes swimming with the “Queen of 
the Lake” as she stoically sits as if someone gently placed her there perfectly upright and on 
her keel some 70 years ago!  The divers visited the bow, the forecastle area, the cavity where 
the forward superstructure once sat and then traveled further down the port side.  As they 
moved down along the ship, they encountered the 
forward facing air dams, the walk deck in front of the 
amidships structure (still standing as it was a 
continuation of the steel structure) and then up over 
the top of the wreck passing in between the 
smokestack and the aft superstructure which is 
somewhat in shambles.  Now having moved through 
400 feet, the divers travelled up the starboard side 
of the ship stopping along the way to view the 
marvel before them.  (Photo to the right is NMDE 
diver Martin McClellan at 380 feet heading back 
toward the bow area.)  
 



After traveling up along the starboard side and 
taking a moment to view the dedication plaque 
the Team placed in 2002, the team moved back 
to the bow (Photo to Right) and then they began 
their toilsome journey back to the surface; a 
journey that from this point was to take another 
196 minutes. Toilsome, well…remember the 
tanks positioned (staged) along the bottom on 
Saturday, well…the Expedition team would now 
travel some ½ mile in along the bottom, picking 
up, managing these tanks (6 for each diver) and 
switch to breathing them at prescribed depths for 
predetermined times.   
 
Now this is not done alone and it must be acknowledged that on top there were 4 other NMDE 
members monitoring and coordinating all diving activities below, retrieving all used gear from 
the water as it was sent up from the divers below, managing the boating operations and 
communicating with our beach station at the Cave Rock boat launch.  On the surface were 
Jimi Quinn, Wendy Wangberg, Dana Durgin and Mikee Revty.       
 

Thirty (30) minutes after the Expedition team of 
McClellan and Novaes left the surface the deep 
support team of Rhoda and Ekkelboom met them 
at 200’ (Photo to Left).  These divers, also 
breathing technical diving gasses, were further 
carrying spare equipment and gas should the 
Expedition team have any sort of malfunction of 
equipment that they were carrying and managing.  
After some signals of “OK” the deep support team 
would then mirror the video expedition divers all 
the way to 20’.  After the Deep Support team 
verified that the divers were okay, handling the 
decompression obligations okay and managing 

the tasks of gas management properly, the two teams then began climbing out of the dive 
together.  One minute at 180 feet, 1 minute at 170, 160 & 150 feet, 2 minutes at 140 feet and 
on and on until they would spend some 52 minutes breathing pure oxygen at 20 feet.   
 



Seventy (70) minutes after the Expediton team descended the Shallow Support team of 
Briseno and Soldwisch met both teams underwater at 70’.  What a relief to see them as the 
Shallow team, under no mandatory stop decompression obligation would now relieve all divers 
of the 10 extra tanks that had been used and other 
dive equipment that was no longer needed.  This 
dive gear was sent to the surface via lift bags and 
the surface support crew would stow them safely 
back on the boats.  An interesting note here is that 
some 30 plus tanks (A photo of 8 positioned on 
the bottom to the right) were used during this one 
dive.  The Expedition and Deep teams would 
spend close to 15 minutes at 70’ so once the 
Shallow team finished with the equipment 
handling they would travel in with both teams 
monitoring all throughout the final 130 minutes of 
decompression remaining.   

[ (L – R) Jimi Quinn, Merlin Rhoda, Dani Valerio, Martin McClellan, Scott Ekkelboom, Wendy 
Wangberg, Marc Briseno, Mike Soldwisch, Dana Durgin, James Novaes, Mikee Revty ] 

 
The Tahoe was visited for the 7th time today (5 times in 2002, once on August 29th, 2009 by 
the NMDE Team) and approximately 5-7 minutes of HD video was filmed by the team moving 
from the bow of the SS Tahoe resting in 350 feet of water all the way back to the collapsed 
rear superstructure in over 410’ of water just behind the legendary smokestack.  The stern, 
resting in 470 feet of water has not yet been visited.   All dives went off as planned 



emphasizing safety, archaeological sound diving practices, professionalism and efficiency. 
Unfortunately the surface conditions deteriorated from glass flat to small craft warnings during 
the 3 hour dive and the predicted late afternoon winds hit much earlier and with much more 
force, however the seasoned NMDE surface support team maintained calm, got all equipment 
secured and all divers back to shore without any damage to person or loss of property.  It was 
a hugely successful day for the NMDE Team 
 
The Future 
 
Every time NMDE has done a series of project dives, we have endeavored to improve our 
methodology and increase operational safety.  This dive certainly taught us much and our 
team is now working on building a better NMDE team however, visiting the SS Tahoe again 
this year is not logistically possible so our next visit to the SS Tahoe will be in July 2010.  
Those dives will follow some very serious diving and NMDE Team activities over the next 10 
months.  Keep posted and bookmark our website, www.nmde.org, and we will keep you as up 
to date as possible.   


